Notes from Internationalization Technical Table Meeting
Meeting Date: 21st April 2008

Subject: Internationalization with a view of the upcoming budget plan for the year 2009

Present:
· Giampaolo Emidio Paoletti – Officer of the European Policy and Internationalization Service

· Laura Melloni – Technical Manager of  the Company Piceno Promozione (Promotion of the Piceno Territory)
· Giorgio Rocchi - Manager of  the Company Piceno Sviluppo (Development of the Piceno Territory)
· Roberto Bedini of  the Company Tecnomarche

· Fabio Cocci of  the Company Asteria

· Fabrizio Luciani – Union of Companies of the Food Farming Sector
· Gino Sabatini – vice President of the CNA (National Confederation of Craftsmen) 

· Ivo Costantini of the CNA
· Antonio Di Battista of the Tourism, Parks, Agriculture and Manufacturing Activities Service

· Marisa Celani of the European Policy and Internationalization Service

The meeting is presided by Mr. Giampaolo Emidio Paoletti.

Verbalizing Secretary: Mrs. Marisa Celani.

At 3.45 PM, Mr. Paoletti opens the session introducing the subject of the meeting.
He informs the assembly about the contacts made with the Reston Chamber which wants to put into action an economic relationship with the territory of the Ascoli Piceno Province.
In particular, it intends to insert our Province within their initiative “Taste of the town” which is an event which goes off in their territory every year in the month of June. This year, it will go off on 14th June.

Mr. Paoletti talks at length about the subject also because Mrs. Valerie Romano Novak – vice President of the Reston Chamber  - will arrive to our Province at the end of May to verify if there is the possibility to establish business relationship with our companies and our Chamber of Commerce (even if the two institutions are different: our Chamber is a public body while the American one is a private association). On this occasion, it would be very useful to organize a meeting between Mrs. Valerie Romano Novak and the Professional Associations, the University Union of our territory, the companies Tecnomarche e Asteria. This meeting could serve to deepen and understand better the interests of the American delegation and, as a consequence, the possible further proposals our territory can offer them.
Then, in the month of October, even Mrs. Penny Pompei – President of the Reston Chamber – will come to visit our territory. In this case too, it would be profitable to prepare a meeting between Mrs. Pompei and the representatives of the different economic realities of our land, e particularly the tourism, high technologies and food farming sectors.
After the long speech of Mr. Paoletti, Mrs. Melloni shortly tells the history of her Company: how, when and why it is born, which its functions and objectives are.

She explains Piceno Promozione is a Special Company partly financed by the Ascoli Piceno Chamber of Commerce and the Ascoli Piceno Provincial Administration; she outlines the economic situation of our territory and its companies.

Then, she clarifies that – because of a meaningful reduction of the funding - her Company had to change its economic strategy and think different ways for using better the available money. 
Mrs. Melloni talks at length explaining to the assembly the new policy her Company is starting up to promote our territory and stimulate our enterprises to enter the international market. 
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At this purpose, she adds this Provincial Administration, and particularly its President Mr. Massimo Rossi, is very aware and careful to help the local companies to insert in the international market. For this reason, he is also vice President of the Company Piceno Promozione.
In addition, she is working even in collaboration with the Councillor of the Tourism, Parks, Agriculture and Manufacturing Activities Service, Mr. Avelio Marini, to realize a tourism incoming. Then her company is trying to develop another important sector of our economy: the high technologies.
At the end of her speech, she presents the new proposals her Company wants to put into action; she concludes suggesting to promote our products of high quality and particularly our wines. Mr. Costantini asks her who evaluates the quality of our wines. Mrs. Melloni answers that in Switzerland there is a Committee of oenologists in charge of evaluating the quality of wines. She has already made contacts with this Committee. Mr. Costantini adds this initiative helps the big companies and penalizes the little enterprises. Mrs. Melloni doesn’t agree: this initiative helps all the companies which have the technical requirements necessary to establish business relationship with foreigner customers. This subject arouses the discussion within the assembly.
Among the people who take part to the discussion, there is even Mr. Luciani who declares to be very satisfied because he sees this Administration is carrying out a policy which is very innovative because it is creating a concrete link between tourism and local realities.
Even Mr. Cocci inserts in the discussion stressing the importance to have a net of contacts among all the companies of the territory; he agrees about the development of a tourism incoming. Mrs. Melloni informs the Councillor Mr. Marini is available to realize a net of services to favour the implementation of a tourism incoming.
Mr. Rocchi thinks this new policy adopted to promote mainly our products of high quality advantages the big companies only. Mrs Melloni answers him her company is putting into action even another strategy addressed to the enterprises which offer products of lower quality.
The subject arouses the discussion within the assembly.
At the end of the discussion, Mr. Paoletti talks again about Mrs. Valerie Novak, vice President of the Reston Chamber, who will arrive to our Province at the end of May to verify if there is the possibility to establish business relationship with our territory.
Therefore, he invites the assembly to think out to organize this meeting.
Mrs. Novak would meet the institutional representatives, but she is particularly interested in getting in touch with the several economic realities of the territory.

Mrs. Melloni clarifies the objective of her visit is picking up information directly about the real possibility to establish business relationship with the companies of our territory.
Mr. Paoletti adds we don’t know yet when she arrives and which person will come with her.

Mrs. Melloni intervenes again suggesting to organize a meeting with the Professional associations and another one with this Technical Table.
Mr. Luciani asks which specific sectors the delegation intends to meet.

Mr. Paoletti informs he has asked Mr. Umberto Pascali this question. Mr. Pascali comes from Ascoli, but he lives in Washington and acts as an intermediary with the Reston Chamber. He has told him he was not able to answer; therefore, he invites us to suggest them our most important sectors. Mrs. Melloni stresses it is up to us to detect which sectors could be more profitable.
Mr. Luciani begins again to talk; he thinks all the elements expressed by this Table should be put in the portal of the European Policy and Internationalization Service. He concludes persisting in the necessity to know who are the people who will go with Mrs. Novak. Mr. Paoletti intends to get in touch again with Mr. Pascali for knowing exactly which their expectations are towards us.
Mrs. Melloni adds we have another contact with the U.S.A.: it is with ROC (Restaurant Opportunities Center): a restaurants association which has already made us a visit and is developing with us a relationship mainly addressed to the food and agricultural, and restoration sectors.
In conclusion, we agree every member of this Table prepares a list of companies interested in meeting the Reston Chamber delegation. The meetings may take place at different levels:
· at Institutional level with the Presidents of the Province, Chamber of Commerce and the Company  Piceno Promozione, and the Professional Associations,

· at technical-entrepreneurial level with the Companies detected by the Technical Table.
In addition, Mr. Paoletti concludes this meeting remembering to the assembly all the initiatives carried out in concert with the Piceno Promozione 
After a short discussion at this purpose, the meeting ends at 5.15 PM.
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