PROGRAMME OF 2008

EU POLICY

Regarding the EU Policy, 2008 will be a particularly important and intense year inasmuch as structure will have to follow and manage the planning phase of the Regional Operating Programme - European Fund for the Regional Development (POR FESR) 2007-2013 Marche Region which will realize by the issue of the first notifications already in the early six months of the current year.

In particular, concerning the axis 5 of POR FESR (Development of territories: public financial resources about 49 millions of Euros which will be divided, at the beginning, between the 5 provincial areas on the basis of appropriate indicators), the beneficiaries of financial interventions are Local Authorities; for this, we have foreseen a procedure which directly involves the Provincial Administration.

In fact, within the “Regional Strategic Document” approved by the Regional Council at the beginning of 2007, the Region appreciates the role of co-ordination, on behalf of the same Provincial Administrations, with procedures of the “Provincial Conference of the Local Authorities” foreseen by the Regional Law no.46/92 (Regional Planning).

As well as the FESR (European Fund of Regional Development), in a transversal way and directly connected with the single qualified services, the service will have to work with other funds at regional management such as the European Agricultural Fund of  regional Development (FEASR), the European Fund for Fishing (FEP) and the National Fund for underused areas (FAS).

All the new programming of the structural funds constitutes a decisive opportunity to financially contribute to start up, realize or finish the strategic projects for a territory development. The Provincial Administration of Ascoli Piceno has considered them priority and has shared them with the local representatives through a listening and agreement activity which has outlined, for the first time, an analytical picture of territory needs.

In 2008, a series of projects of cross-national co-operation must be managed and achieved. Acting on European INTERREG initiative, they have been financed in the last months of 2006, involve the Province of Ascoli Piceno as project partner and have been put into action in 2007.   
The activities of the Department of UE Policy can be referred to the following macro-voices:

ACTIVITY OF INFORMATION AND CONSTANT MONITORING OF EUROPEAN OPPORTUNITIES

It realizes through the services put into action within the Europe Office and support to specialized networks as follows:

a. The Local Decentralized EURODESK Point (European net active in 27 Countries and in Italy it is present in about 100 sites) holds an information and guidance service for promotion and dissemination of European initiatives in the youth sector.

b. EURES. It is an European information net about employment which works like a cross-national employment agency: it has the task to make meet supply and demand come from one of 27 participating Countries.

c. Front Office for Companies. Guidance Service to companies through the dissemination of information about easy financings for PMI (small and medium-sized companies) particularly sent to youth and women.

d. Conference of EU Policy has been put into action after the inauguration  of  the new Provincial Committee in 2004 in order to get better the internal organization of structures of the Provincial Administration about the specific theme, and encourage a greater participation in EU actions and programmes.

e. The “Europe Office” on line. It deals with a front office on line service specialized in dissemination of information concerning the EU financings and notifications. It is sent to Local Authorities and companies.

f. Support to the Tecla Association. Created in 1993, TECLA is an association of Local Authorities, Regions and other beings with public goals. It has operating offices in Rome and Brussels, and a net of national and international relationships and contacts. It keeps particular attention to territories of European East and Mediterranean basin which are strategic to assure efficacy to co-operation foreseen by the future programmes of neighbourhood and proximity of the EU.
g. Link with the representative of UPI (Italian Provinces Union) of Marche Region, in the Region Office in Brussels.

h. Support to the Adriatic Ionic Arc Association. The Province of Ascoli Piceno is part of the 13 Provinces of the Centre Mediterranean Adriatic Sea. Within the values, objectives and fundamental  rights promoted and protected by the EU, and through the joint action of its members, it achieves the definition and implementation of an integrated strategy of planning and development of the interested territories. This entails a pluralism of economic, social and cultural subjects, even in order to promote cohesion and struggle against to fragmentation in the context of integration of the Mediterranean Europe.
PROJECT MANAGEMENT

(Administrative management, activities of statement and development of the project actions)

Projects approved
1. EMPOWER – Article 6 ESF “Approaches of innovation to the management of change”

Management of the demographic change

As general objective, the project is determined to strengthen the skills of mentoring, coaching and team-leadership of women over 50, working in the public sector so as to give them incentives to remain in their workplace, enrich their role within the authorities and spread their know-how and experience to younger and less experienced employees. This goal will be achieved through an experimental action within the local authorities participating in the project with the objective to show the benefits which can be created for the whole public sector.

2.  M.A.R.I.N.A.S. –  Interreg IIIA Adriatic Crossborder Operational Programme
The general objective is promotion of the economic, social and cultural collaboration among the Adriatic countries, and creation of an area of strong dialogue from the social, economic and cultural features which enhance the common cultural and tourist resources, the actions of integration and development of the local tourist systems able to produce positive outcomes for all the involved States.

3.  OASIS - Interreg IIIA Adriatic Crossborder Operational Programme

The general objective of the project is to encourage the integrated management of the natural patrimony and cultural traditions of the coast, through the co-operation among the territories involved and the development of common actions of intervention in the fishing and water-culture sectors.

4. NEPTUNE - Interreg IIIA Adriatic Crossborder Operational Programme

The project intends to promote research and the enhancing of the patrimony of material culture, fishing techniques, elements of historical importance linked to the seafaring society and fishing tourism. From the tourism point of view, we want to enhance the sea resource in its historical and anthropological importance as well as fishing tourism.

5. TRANSISMIC - - Interreg IIIA Adriatic Crossborder Operational Programme

The action proposed faces the issues of the areas involved in this project which are at high-risk within seismic events through the harmonization of the processes of planning, programming, management and improvement of the urban settlements, with particular reference to the analysis of the seismic risk regarding the historical centres.

Projects under assessment

1. ISFHAS Project – Notification for Intelligent Energy for Europe.

Improvement of energy efficiency. The proposal foresees an awareness campaign addressed to the citizens regarding the fundamental role of energy and the importance of an intelligent usage, in order to reduce the high economic and environmental costs caused by an irresponsible use.
2. Eco Industrial Network Project.

It deals with a project presented to answer to an issued notification acting on the programme of interregional INTERREG IVC co-operation. It concerns development of the local and regional business between the private sector, Government and educational institutions for using a new energy, collaborating in the management of environmental and resources matters. The Province of Ascoli Piceno participates as a partner.

3.  Experiences, tools, methods and best practices to foster and include policy for renewable resources in the regional territorial management
It deals with a project presented to answer to an issued notification acting on the programme of interregional INTERREG IVC co-operation by means of it we want to essay new forms of territory management based on the best European practices in the reclamation of the town centres through the sustainable use of resources and participation processes at decision-making level. The Province of Ascoli Piceno participates as a partner.

ACTIVITY OF DISSEMENATION OF THE EUROPEAN CULTURE

EUROPE DAY. It deals with an initiative, arrived to its 8th edition, which aims for the awareness and spreading the knowledge of the European themes among the young generations. 
Every year, it is held on 9th May and involves on average 1000-1100 students and teachers of School Institutes of every order and degree present in the provincial territory.
For reasons linked to the unavailability  of the Palacongressi of San Benedetto del Tronto, the 2008 Edition will hold on 13th May at the Energies Theatre of Grottammare.

TRAINING ACTIVITY AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

We foresee the organization of training courses on European matters, mainly sent to the administrators, managers and officers of this Administration and Municipalities. The training is characterized by a strong practical and operative content, and is organized also on the basis of  the requirements of the administrators. Moreover, such initiatives have the purpose to provide methodologies, contacts and tools which will allow an understanding of the organization, policy, laws and financing  programmes of the European Union, as well as the analysis and the subsequent use of  the best European means for reaching strategic objectives of the Local Authorities.
INTERNATIONALIZATION

Coherently to the European, national and regional tips, also on the basis of the requirements noticed during the discussions held within the Provincial coordination Table for Economic Planning, this Province intends to make an active contribution about the theme of internationalization. In fact, 2008 is the second year of full implementation of the Agreement Protocol between the Provincial Administration and Piceno Promozione (Promotion of the Ascoli Piceno territory), a Special Company of the Chamber of Commerce in Ascoli Piceno, concerning internationalization of  small and middle-sized companies in the territory of Piceno.
Such agreement has been originated by the necessity to avoid dispersion and duplications of interventions and resources, getting better the horizontal coordination between territory subjects and initiatives/activities they have put into action, with the mutual commitment to realize a shared and not overlapping planning even by means of the comparison with the tips come from professional associations.
With the aid of a technical group instituted for the purpose, the Provincial coordination Table for Economic Planning will be able to deepen a more general reflection about internationalization, even in the framework of a planning conditioned by defined deadlines.
In a context turned into qualification, innovation and diversification of the economic system even by means of promotion and internationalization of the manufacturing activities, we need to aim to a model which spreads the idea of territory seen through a coordinated series of interventions which widely range from food to wine, art, culture, landscape.
Postponing to other and more comprehensive parts of the actual report, in all that we can detect some examples of coordinated interventions of territory marketing such as in Paris for the year dedicated to Licini (an artist born in Ascoli Piceno territory), in London for the fair “Dolce Vita”, in Lugano for the “Salone del Gusto” (Taste Show), in Ascoli Piceno for the incoming of ROC-NY (Restaurant opportunities Centre – New York) and in Croatia for the plant engineering seamanship.
As concerns the big emerging markets, we foresee a stabilization of institutional relationships with China.
Regarding Latin America where there are some contacts with the Venezuelan Government in the fish-nautical sector, we foresee the implementation of the following phases of the project.
As concerns ROC-NY Project, we foresee a further development of relationships put into action keeping the biological sector with all its chain as priority common thread.
